
Tahoe Community Church 
Notes, Announcements, Needs and Reminders  

 February 2018 
Worshiping Together, Making Disciples, Reaching our World  

Sunday Worship Schedule 
 

9:00 a.m.  Sunday Morning Study Classes   
   

9:30 a.m. Praise Team Warm Up in Sanctuary 
 

10:10 a.m. Coffee/Fellowship Time in MPR 
 

10:30 a.m.  Worship Service  

(Nursery and  Children’s Church Available)  
 

5:00 p.m.  Youth Group in the MPR 

  

145 Daggett Way — Stateline, Nevada 89449 — (775) 588-5860 — tahoechurch@gmail.com — www.tahoecommunitychurch.org 
Office Telephone Extensions:  Mondo 101, Ted-103, Sarah and Preschool-107.   

Weekly Church Activities 
 

Wednesday 7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study Fellowship at 

   Lakeside upstairs restaurant 

          8:30 a.m.  Prayer Gathering  

          3:30 p.m.  Awesome Kids 

          6:00 p.m.  Praise Team Practice  

 

Thursday      9:00 a.m.  Women’s Morning Study  

         5:30 p.m.  Women’s Evening Study  

         6:00 p.m.  Men’s Bible Study  

   

Tahoe Community Church is  
Debt Free!! 

 

A little over a year ago this 

church carried a debt of $57,725. 

Thanks to many generous, and 

faithful donors, our church debt 

now stands at $0.00 

Praise the Lord for what he has 

done!  

 What a Difference a Year Makes! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editors Note:  Since this is the 1st newsletter of the 

year, I thought it would be fun to look back at last 

year and see how far the Lord has led us! 

January and February  

- Last year we had three feet of snow on the ground 

in February with a lot more coming in March.  So far 

this year we have less than a foot. 

- We said good bye to our long time Pastor, Pastor 

Paul Tracy and began a pastor search. We were 

blessed to have the pastor’s from Sierra Church fill-in. 

March and April 

- We were using an electronic giving system called 

Pushpay. Now we have switched to Subsplash. 

- April brought Easter.  He is Risen! 

- We also lost a faithful church fried, Bob Wernet. 

May and June 

- In May we took part in the national day of prayer, 

and we lost church member Marge Martin.   

July brought VBS and a pastoral candidate. 

In  August  the Church voted unanimously to call 

Mondo Gonzales as our new Pastor. 

In September Mondo began serving as our Pastor. 

October and November 

- We prepared and sent out 260 shoeboxes! 

- The food pantry gave out food for thanksgiving 

and then closed it’s doors after 33 years of service. 

December 

- In December we celebrated the Birth of our Lord 

and paid off the Church debt. 

All in all, it was a very blessed year! 

Church Directories 

 If you would like a copy of the 

latest Church Directory you may pick 

one up in the Sanctuary Foyer.   If you 

would like one mailed or e-mailed to 

you please contact Ted in the Church Office.    



 “Evolution Sunday…
Seriously?” 

Mondo Gonzales, Pastor  

 

February 12 is Charles Darwin’s 

birthday and as you might sus-

pect there are a small percent-

age of people who chose to 

celebrate what is known as “Darwin Day.”  This be-

gan in the late 1990’s in an attempt to commemo-

rate Darwin’s contribution to evolutionary theory and 

science in general.  As a Christian who loves genuine 

science, I think it’s great to celebrate science all year 

round.  The thing that struck me this year was the in-

creasing approval and reception of pastors who are 

uncritically embracing and promoting the hypothesis 

of evolution and all its unbiblical ramifications 

through what is being called “Evolution Sunday.” 

 Evolution Sunday started in 2006 and has in-

volved 1000’s of churches from 50 states and over 15 

countries which are celebrating Darwin’s views in 

their Sunday morning worship service. Over 14,000 

pastors have signed the letter affirming evolution as 

a foundational scientific truth. I can’t read anyone’s 

heart, but I ponder whether John 12:43 speaks of 

these “shepherds” where it reads, “For they loved the 

approval of men rather than the approval of God.” 

Jesus is the ultimate scientist (as Creator) and had no 

issue associating the Biblical narrative as absolute 

truth from the very first chapters in Genesis (e.g. Mark 

10:6). 

 The definition of science is: the systematic 

study of the nature and behavior of the material and 

physical universe, based on observation, experiment, 

and measurement (empirical process), and the for-

mulation of laws to describe these facts in general 

terms.  

 As a Christian who is committed to Biblical 

authority and its teaching, I embrace and affirm this 

definition of science because this kind of science 

provides no challenge to what the Bible teaches 

about God creating the world in six 24 hour days and 

creating animals according to their kinds (“family/

genus”). However, this definition is not what is consist-

ently reflected in the hypothesis of evolution. The 

word evolution in its basic sense means “change” 

and we do observe change at the micro level (dog 

breeding for example), but there is no empirical evi-

dence that these changes lead to an increase in 

overall positive genetic information producing the 

molecules to man scenario (macroevolution).   

  

 (Evolution Sunday…  Cont.) 

 

 The following is a quote from the official letter 

that these 14,000 pastors signed and affirmed. “While 

virtually all Christians take the Bible seriously and hold it 

to be authoritative in matters of faith and practice, 

the overwhelming majority do not read the Bible liter-

ally, as they would a science textbook. Many of the 

beloved stories found in the Bible – the Creation, Ad-

am and Eve, Noah and the ark – convey timeless 

truths about God, human beings, and the proper rela-

tionship between Creator and creation expressed in 

the only form capable of transmitting these truths from 

generation to generation. Religious truth is of a differ-

ent order from scientific truth. Its purpose is not to con-

vey scientific information but to transform hearts. We 

the undersigned, Christian clergy from many different 

traditions, believe that the timeless truths of the Bible 

and the discoveries of modern science may comfort-

ably coexist. We believe that the theory of evolution is 

a foundational scientific truth, one that has stood up 

to rigorous scrutiny and upon which much of human 

knowledge and achievement rests. To reject this truth 

or to treat it as “one theory among others” is to delib-

erately embrace scientific ignorance and transmit 

such ignorance to our children.” 

 Notice what is being said in this letter. First, is 

that the Bible is not to be read like a scientific text-

book (or literally). This is the classic argument used to 

disassociate the Bible’s “timeless truths” from sci-

ence’s” hard facts. The more accurate way is to say 

that we should read the Bible in a normal, literary, 

plain perspective. This means that we read the Bible 

like any other book on earth and we understand the 

use of figurative language, metaphor, genre, etc. This 

is how all of us on a daily basis approach most things 

written. I took astronomy in college, but yet my text-

book wrote about the sun and moon rising in the east 

and setting in the west. Do we cry “foul!” and accuse 

them of believing that the earth revolves around the 

sun? No, we understand the use of comparison or oth-

er metaphors to describe reality. The Bible is the same. 

 It’s extremely important for them in their argu-

ment to define the terms in order to disassociate sci-

ence and the Bible. There should never be any sepa-

ration. God is the Creator and all truth is His truth. His 

revelation comes through the creation and also the 

Word. When we look at God’s creation and investi-

gate it scientifically, we are doing honor to God!  

 I appreciate their comment about science 

and God’s timeless truth’s coexisting. I agree! Howev-

er, they commit a logically fallacy by assuming that 

the only way this can be demonstrated is if we accept 

evolutionism as being fact and empirically proven.  

 

(Continued on next page) 



(Evolution Sunday…  Cont.) 

 

 The letter continues the fallacy of the ad homi-

nem attack by saying that anyone who doesn’t em-

brace evolution as a scientific truth is intentionally ig-

norant. The theory of evolution is not scientific. Let’s be 

crystal clear about that. I am not saying that scientists 

don’t “believe” in evolution or claim that it’s scientific, 

but using the standard definition of science as shown 

above in the examination of the so called “evidence”, 

it is easy to conclude that there has never been any 

observable experimentation and demonstration of 

macro-evolution. None. Period. Ever. Their assertions 

that it is proven and foundational as science could not 

be more untrue. Much more could be said, but I will 

leave you with this quote by a very well known and 

respected scientist.  British astronomer Sir Fred Hoyle 

commented, “It would be easier for a tornado to 

sweep through the junkyard and assemble together a 

747 out the other side in actual flight than for all life to 

be the result of evolutionary processes.” 

 I will be sharing more about this at our worship 

service on Sunday, February 11, 2018 when we expose 

evolution for what it is during our “evolution Sunday.” 

For more information see ICR.org or answersingene-

sis.org 

 

Mondo 

When granite pass-
es gas...it's a matter 

of life and death. 
  By Bill Kolstad 
 

 Would even Darwin be-

lieve in evolution from the pri-

mordial ooze without a belief in millions of years for it 

to happen?  January is National Radon Action 

Month.  The campaign is part of a U.S. EPA grant 

funded program to alert the public to test their 

homes for radon gas.  Radon is a colorless, odorless 

radioactive gas which diffuses from granitic soils in 

sufficient quantity to be a health hazard in many 

areas of this country.  Radon gas accumulating in 

homes is currently ranked as the second leading 

cause of lung cancer by the U.S. Center for Disease 

Control.      

 Because radon comes from the rapid decay 

(1,500 year half life) of radium, there shouldn't be 

enough radon to be detectable if our granite solidi-

fied 100 million years ago as we've been told.  With 

millions of Americans confirming the presence of 

radon in their homes, the data set refuting the no-

tion of geologic time is on its way to becoming the 

biggest in geoscience history.  If you would like the 

full research paper on this write to Bill Kolstad at 

bill.kolstad@gmail.com.   

 Even if you prefer to cling to the legend of 

geologic time, you should still test your home for ra-

don; its just a matter of half life and death!    

 

Children’s Choir 

 

 It was wonderful having the children’s choir 

sing as part of our Christmas Eve Service.  They did a 

great job!   The Children will be singing for us again at 

the Easter Service.   

 The Children’s choir is open to all kids in grades 

4 and up.  Say tuned for practice days and times for 

the Easter presentation.  Please contact Christi 

Laremore or Suzette Waite for more information.  

“Is Genesis History?”  
 

 Our Current Sunday Study Class is exploring 

this idea based on the movie released last fall.  

They are in the midst of a seven week study ex-

panding on the movie’s dual examinations of both 

evidence and scripture to provide a foundation 

from which to respond to challenges.   

 See Bill Kolstad for more information. 

Church Membership 
Class 

 Is church membership Biblical?  

Do you know what it means to be a 

Church member?  If not, do we have a class for 

you!  Mondo will be leading a 5 week Sunday 

Morning Study Class on Church Membership  start-

ing February 18th.   Sunday Mornings at 9:00 am. 

mailto:bill.kolstad@gmail.com


 Missionary  
News & Prayer 

by Carol Borsos 

 
For more details, and photos on 

missions, check out the bulletin 

board in the church lobby. 

 

Mirco & Nada Andreev 

Macedonia and the Balkans 

 After sending updates about TCC to the An-

dreev’s, Mirco wrote; “God is faithful and answers our 

prayers.” 

- Pray for new students at the Evangelical Theological 

Institute Kumanovo (ETIK) in Macedonia. For those 

who can attend and for continuing students to glean 

all God has for them as they study God’s Word. 

- Two new church plants; Kriva Palanka and Aero-

drom (in the Municipality in Skopje, Macedonia’s 

capital city and home of the Andreev’s.  Also a new 

church among the Albanians in Skopje. 

- A young man, Aleksandar, who suffers from severe 

depression.  Pray God breaks through to his heart and 

becomes Aleksander’s hope and peace. 

- Pray for upcoming outreach, Women Evangelization 

March 17th. Those God is calling to attend, salvations, 

and God’s Truth to be heard and accepted.  

- Pray for needed repentance.  

 

Tim & Susan Driscoll 

Japan/currently on USA home assignment 

Praising God for 100% support in 2017 and are so 

thankful for financial partners. 

- Continue to pray for Saitama Int. Church still in need 

of a Japanese Pastor. Pray God encourages the 

church through struggles. 

- God has given Tim & Susan a new role to effectively 

and strategically impact missionaries and Japanese 

to build His Church in Japan. When they return to Ja-

pan in June they will serve as Kanto (greater Tokyo 

area) Sector Leader’s. They will give training, support, 

direction, and encouragement to missionaries in Ja-

pan and network with Japanese pastors. Pray the 

Gospel has a greater impact, reaching the Japanese 

people and God builds His Church there. 

- Travel mercies for Tim and Susan visiting supporting 

churches in the USA Feb/Mar. TCC will host them Sun-

day, March 4th. Please make plans to be at church 

that Sunday. 

- Susan is preparing a talk for an upcoming women’s 

retreat.  

 

 

 

(Missionary News and Prayer Cont.) 

 

Pastor Warris 

Pakistan with FMI 

- Pray for protection for all Christian workers in Paki-

stan. While evangelical Christians make up less than 

1% of the population. About 40 people are currently 

on P.’s death row or serving life sentences for blas-

phemy according to the USCIRF. Many never see 

their day in court.  At least 69 people inside Pakistan 

have been killed by mobs over alleged blasphemy 

since 1990. 

- Pray for changes to blasphemy laws and that vigi-

lantes would be brought to justice. 

- We have been praying for a worker named Ahmed 

(name changed).  He has new judge, the trial may 

take a few more months.  Ahmed is not in jail and 

able to be with his family.  His life has been threat-

ened by his accusers even though the court has 

found no basis for the blasphemy accusations.  Ah-

med trusts the LORD in all things and wants to contin-

ue to serve Him in Pakistan. 

- Pray as the Gospel goes out to many in Pakistan, 

that God saves His people in this part of the world. 

LORD, give them your strength, hope, and peace. 

 TCC Youth 
Volunteer 
Program 

 Tahoe Com-

munity church would 

like to extend an invi-

tation to any seniors in high school that want to 

strengthen their college applications by adding 20 

hours of volunteering at our Church.  This would fall 

under hours of community service. 

 What a wonderful opportunity for your senior 

student to be a blessing to us as well as helping them-

selves. 

 Once completed, we will provide them with a 

letter detailing what they have done by volunteering 

their time and the impact they have made by doing 

so. 

 As we all know, the college application pro-

cess can be stressful and competitive, and we find 

that adding this volunteer time can only help. 

 Anyone who is interested can get more infor-

mation by contacting Jennifer Patterson, Youth 

Group coordinator, at Tahor Community Church 

(775) 588-5860 or her personal cell number (530) 8713-

9622 OR E-MAIL PROTECTED777@GMAIL.COM 

 

We look forward to meeting and working with you!  



Change 

 

    Change is inevitable 

 In the past 

six  years Danielle and I 

have lived in three coun-

tries, four apartments, one 

duplex, and a house.  My 

job title has changed 

three times.  We've had 

two children.  We've 

gained family and lost 

family.  We've made 

friends and lost friends.  I 

wish I could say I've 

gained hair, but that'd be a lie.  Things never stay the 

same.  As humans we desire consistency and conven-

tion; however the most conventional and consistent 

thing for us is change.  Except for one thing: Jesus 

Christ. "Jesus Christ is same yesterday and today 

and forever."  One thing that will never change is who 

Christ is: savior, redeemer, Son of God, Messiah.  

 

 Change is never easy, but it is a blessing 

 The International Christian School of Lima has 

changed immensely the past few years; however, we 

have probably undergone our biggest change yet. 

After 15 years of faithful service our director has re-

signed his position.  Our former director has been with 

the school since its first year of opening in 2001.  He 

and his wife have served with the Network of Interna-

tional Schools (NICS) for over 25 years across the 

globe.  They will continue as NICS missionaries in South 

Korea. Even though this transition will be difficult, God's 

hand has been seen throughout the entire process.  

 

  What this means for us is simple: more responsibility 

 The former secondary principal will be taking 

over as interim director and I (Ryan) will be assuming 

the role of all-school principal.  In this position I will 

have more opportunity to support students, parents, 

and teachers, but I will have less time in the classroom. 

Even though I love teaching, I believe the Lord is lead-

ing me to be in this position for the time being.   
 

Support us 
 We started our missionary journey in Caracas, 

Venezuela.  Danielle taught 1st grade and I taught 

high school English. We received a "salary" of about 

$4,000 a year.  For this reason we relied on financial 

support.  

 

 Since coming to Lima out financial situation has 

gotten much better; however, we still depend on the 

support of a few generous people.  

(Change Cont.) 

 

 We greatly appreciate the financial support 

of our donors.  Our donors are friends, family, and at 

times strangers.  When someone gives to us they are 

directly partnering with what we do in Lima.  During 

the past few year our financial support has dwin-

dled.  Though we rarely directly ask for financial sup-

port from individuals, we would like to put the call 

out to those who are looking to support internation-

al missions.  

If you would like to set up a one time donation or 

donate monthly just visit our mission's donation web 

page and select "staff support." You can enter our 

names (Ryan and Danielle Stauffer) or our project 

number (3681). All donations are tax deducti-

ble and go directly to us. We are also happy to 

speak with you more to discuss this by simply re-

sponding to this email. 

  

NCIS Donation Webpage HTTPS://Goo.gl/vUJ2Vp 

Name: Ryan and Danielle Stauffer 

Project Number: 3681 

 

Pray for Us 

 Pray is the most important way to support 

missions and missionaries. Thank you to all who 

keep us in your prayers. Please continue to pray for 

us. Specifically, please pray for the following: 

- Pray for our interim director as he starts his new po-

sition.  

- Pray for the students who came to Christ last se-

mester (story below). 

- Pray for 2018/2019 hiring. Pray the right people will 

be brought to work in Lima. 

- Pray for a God-glorifying second semester.  

- Pray for our teachers as they come to work every-

day. 

- Pray for Ryan as he begins his new position as the 

all-school principal. 

- Pray for Danielle, Adelynn, and Lydia.  

- Pray for Danielle's preschool ministry to expatriate 

moms and their children. 

- Pray the ICS Lima staff will seek to glorify God in all 

that we do. 

- Pray for our students who come from 23 different 

nations and their families who are foreigners in Lima, 

Peru.   

Food and Clothing Donations 
 Since we are no longer operating the Food 

Pantry, Tahoe community Church is no longer ex-

cepting food and clothing donations.  There any 

many other places in Lake Tahoe that will gladly 

take your donations such as: “The Attic,” “Christmas 

Cheer,” and “Barton’s donation location.”   

https://nics.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=89cd3399d5f15b45b6f247dcf&id=ea4c837675&e=9441087171
https://nics.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=89cd3399d5f15b45b6f247dcf&id=ea4c837675&e=9441087171


   Here to Serve You: 
 

Elders: Jeff Brumbach, Bob Daly,  Mondo Gonzales, Leonard O’Malley 

Deacons/Deaconesses: Susie Brumbach, Jacky Daly, Jerry Klosterboer,  Bob Pavich, Kathy Pavich, Tootie 

O’Malley, Suzette Waite, Ted Beverage  

Church Staff: Mondo Gonzales, Pastor; Ted Beverage, Music Director  

Preschool Staff:  Sarah Tran, Director/Teacher.  Teachers:  Lauren Marshall, Theresa DeGraffenreid  

Teacher Assistants:  Kamala Clark, Annie Preciado, Monique Doyle  

P.O. Box 6598 

Stateline, NV 89449 

Announcements 
- Fellowship Meal:  Join us on February 11th follow-

ing our morning service for a super bowl pot luck 

fellowship meal.  Please being you favorite bowl of 

super bowl food to share.   
 

- Church Business Meeting:  Sunday, February 11th 

following our fellowship meal.  Scheduled topics in-

clude: Music and Ministry, Missions, and an open 

forum.   

- Prayer Gathering:  Acts 1:14 tells us that the disci-

ples joined constantly in prayer.  Following that ex-

ample, our church will be gathering in prayer on 

Wednesday mornings at 8:30 am in the MPR.     

 

- Electronic Giving:  You can now donate to the 

church online at: Tahoecommunitychurch.org/

giving   
 

Scripture Memory Verses for February  

- February 4th   Psalm 72:19 

- February 11th Acts 6:6-7 

- February 18th 1 Peter 3:14 

- February 25th Isaiah 33:6  

TCC Christmas Eve Service 

 

Thanks Everyone!  


